Oct. 7.]
Abstraction from the world.
them good rents, from the very nature of things. They have not the means of raising more from their farms'.' Corncck, Dr. Johnson said, was the most distinct man that he had met with in these isles: he did not shut his eyes, or put his fingers in his ears, which he seemed to think was a good deal the mode with most of the people whom we have seen of late.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7.
Captain M'Lean joined us this morning at breakfast. There came on a dreadful storm of wind and rain, which continued all day, and rather increased at night. The wind was directly against our getting to Mull. We were in a strange state of abstraction from the world: we could neither hear from our friends, nor write to them. Col had brought Daille on tlie Fathers'*, Lucas on Happiness*, and Morc's Dialogues*, from the Reverend Mr. M'Lean's, and Burnct's History of his own Times, from Captain M'Lean's; and he had of his own some books of fanning, and Gregory's Geometry''. Dr. Johnson read a good deal of Burnct, and of Gregory, and I observed he made some geometrical notes in the end of his pocket-book. I read a little of Young's Six Weeks' Tour through the Southern Counties; and Ovid's Epistles, which I had bought at Inverness, and which helped to solace many a weary hour.
We were to have gone with Dr. Johnson this morning to
\!
1 ' In more fruitful countries the removal of one only makes room for the succession of another; but in the Hebrides the loss of an inhabitant leaves a lasting vacuity ; for nobody born in any other parts of the world will choose this country for his residence.' Johnson's Works, ix. 93.
5  ' In 1628 Daille wrote his celebrated book, De I'usage des Pttres, or Of the Use of the Fathers.    Dr. Flcetwood, Bishop of Ely, said of it that he thought the author had pretty sufficiently proved they were of no use at all.'    Chalmers's Biog. Diet. xi. 209.
3 Enquiry after Happiness, by Richard Lucas, D.D., 1685.
* Divine Dialogues, by Henry More, D.D.   Sec aitic, ii. 186, note I.
6  By David Gregory, the second of the sixteen professors which the family of Gregory gave to the Universities.   Ante, p. 53.
see upon a farm in Hertfordshire.' Piozzi Letters, i. 168.
